The Association of Autonomous Astronauts’ second Intergalactic Conference was 
held on the 18th and 19th of April in Italy. Groups from all over Europe descended 
on the zodiacal city of Bologna under the auspices of consolidating their plans for 
community-based space exploration. 


Most of the delegates stayed in a villa overlooking the city on the first night. It 
turned out to be the location where Pasolini shot his infamous 120 Days of Sodom. 
Fatigue prevented us from re-enacting out favourite scenes from the film, with the 
notable exception of one member of East London AAA who partied with a 
vengeance until the early hours (but the less said about that, the better). 


We spent a pleasant morning in the grounds of the villa, getting to know each other 
betrer and taking it all inv After a huge lunch that had been prepared by Andrea MU 
B we got to the Link Centre and began our preparations. The Link is an old 
chemical storage warehouse that now contains studios, infoshop, café and so on, 


The conference poster was a 
large glossy affair with AAA 
texts in Italian on the reverse. 
Wall displays were put up, 
including Disconaut AAA’s 
rather wonderful A-Z of space 
flight, We constructed a stall 
selling AAA texts, t-shirts and 
records by the registration 
table, and also displayed some 
artwork and other material. 


Some Luther Blissetts showed 
up at some point in the 
afternoon, and we discussed 
the controversy surrounding 
“their” latest book Lasciate 
che i bimbi in which “they” 
expose the hysteria behind a 
recent Satanic Ritual Abuse 
trial in Bologna which saw 
two people falsely imprisoned 
after the usual bogus 
accusations of child 
abduction, etc. Luther is now 
‘being sued for libel and is 
starting a campaign of 
solidarity. Check 
<www.uncarved.demon.co.uk 
/uther/> for more details of 
the case and even a copy of 
the text that has proved so 
inflammatory. 


The Conference officially 
began at 4 PM with 
registration. This saw some of 
Italy’s finest arriving at the 
Link with tales to tell and 
questions to ask. A 28-page 
conference reader had been 
prepared by Bologna AAA 
which included Ttalian 
translations of the Conference 
texts. 


Riccardo Balli of Bologna AAA Introduced the proceedings and compered the 
event. Johan Eden (Raido AAA) laid down some basic ideas on how to become an 
autonomous astronaut. Lola Chanel (AAA Wien) spoke on the (tiny and tokenisitc) 
role of women in’ governmental! space exploration programmes, illustrating her talk 
with examples from Time magazine. Ewan Chardronnet (Rosko AAA) expounded 
the latest strategies for elliptical action. Andi Freeman (Oceania AAA) presented an 
excerpt from his work On Filming Large Objects in the Sky, which tore into post- 
modern fluffiness and proposed a way forward without it. 


Next up was a representative of Rome’s Men In Red (MIR) - an ultra-left grouping 
that had stormed the stage of a ufology conference the week before. The talk put 
forward their ideas about joining with aliens to demolish capitalism, but 
degenerated into sniping at the AAA and our supposed escapism and reformism. 
This met with a certain amount of amusement and irrifance from the Italian AAA 
delegates and a heated debate ensued. The non-Italian speaking delegates proposed 
that the argument be continued later (and also translated). 
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After the scheduled break, Neil (Disconaut AAA) presented a summary of political, 
cultural and scientific events in the space race since the last conference. Konrad 
Becker (Wien AAA) talked on Harry Houdini, magick and lock-picking the future. 
Jason Skeet (Inner City AAA) gave us a psychogeographical update on the progress 
of the Grub Street launch site. Andrea MU B (AAA Trento) critiqued the dominant 
scientific paradigm. Finally Patric O’Brien (East London AAA) rounded’ off by 
telling us about the forthcoming, Reclaim The Stars event and the Giordano Bruno 
connection. 


The debate with the Men In Red then recommenced in earnest. Riccardo did his 
best to translate in what was a fairly hectic situation. Essentially MIR’s position 
seems to be that humanity is tarnished with “micro-fascism” and will simply take 
this into space unless capitalism is destroyed beforehand. Their priority is to join up 
with aliens and fight the revolution on earth. To which the obvious responses are: 


i) Why wait for aliens to arrive when we can build our own spaceships and go and 
_= fe find therm? 
fF? Fo its See ul) Why assume that some 
eee bre mrad od gi “other” type of creature needs 
ray" b ai aaa “ft if to help us when we can liberate 
avr = are ourselves? (And why assume 
era : that aliens will have ideas 
identical to the Italian 
autonomist movement?) 
iii) Why bring noxious. ideas 
like “micro-fascism” into the 
debate, which just sound like 
the Christian idea of Original 
Sin? 


The Men In Red, like all 
politicos, want us to stay firmly 
on planet earth until the time is 
“right”. In this they are exactly 
the same as state agencies like 
the church (who want us to 
behave until we get to 
“heaven”), government (who 
need us to pay taxes), or army 
(who want us to spectate as 
they destroy not only this 
planet, but also the rest of the 
galaxy). 


In astronomy, a revolution is 
what occurs when an’ object 
returns to its point of origin. 
Back to square one. The AAA is 
not content with the rhetoric of 
the past. We wish to move 
beyond it, into an arena where 
everything is possible, where we 
move in several directions at 
once to create a life based on 
possibilities rather than 
constrictions. As part of this 
process we expect to develop 
new ways of social interaction 
that will ensure the suppression 
of capitalist relations. 

8] 
One of MIR’s problems is that they treat the AAA as a single thing. If we were some 
kind of cult where everyone shared exactly the same sort of viewpoint this might be 
a worthwhile pursuit (it works with a lot of other groups). However, the AAA 
revels in contradiction and a diversity of trajectories. To accuse us of escapism is 
missing the point entirely. There are far too many people on this planet pissing their 
lives away waiting for the “glorious day” or dreaming up new ideological 
straitjackets that prevent them from opening even their front door. That, for us, is 
the real escapism. We offer a practical way forward. 


We would like to make it clear that it isn’t our intention to zip off into space to 
form some kind of hippie dropout commune. Our trajectories must be open to all. 
Our message to the Men In Red remains: Revolutionaries ~ one more effort to 
become autonomous astronauts! 


[Editor’s note: Later on the waters were further muddied by rumours that the Men 
In Red were actually nothing of the sort. We have been unable to confirm or deny 
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AAA Groups and Contacts 


Unlike bureaucratic state controlled soace agencies, the AAA develops as a non-hierarchical network of like-minded 
groups around the world dedicated to local, community-based space exploration programs. Groups inevitably start, 
mutate and disappear without warning. There is no centralised “leader” and there are no membership requirements. 
Anyone can get involved - and that means you! 


Here is a list of the AAA branches we know about and some specific projects they are involved with: 


AAA Euston - Interested in harnessing 
surveillance technology for space exploration 
marks@post.avnet.co.uk 
www.avnet.co.uk/mahee 


Nomad AAA .- exist to question the 
usefulness of our standard Earth-bound thought 
patterns and imprints and seek to explore inner 
space as a way of pre-empting our outbound 
journey. 

stuartb@earthling.net 
www.geocities.com/Paris/Metro/8987 


Oceania AAA - Radio Free Earth project 
andi@deepdisc.com 
www.deepdisc.com 


Quip AAA - training astronauts to deal with 
and actively induce quantum fluctuations 
okannaborra@geocities.com 
www.geocities.com/ 
ResearchtTriangle/Thinktank/1344/ 


Skin Heads as Independent Travellers 
in Space (SHITS) 
blissett@backspace.org 
www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral 
/Hangar/2558 


Virus 33 AAA 
pierre270973@hotmail.com 


AAA Wien - hosts of 1st Intergalactic 
Conference 

c/o Public Netbase, Museumquanier, 
Museumplatz 1, A-1070 Vienna, 
AUSTRIA 

AAA@i0.0r.at 

www.t0,or.at/adaa 


AAA Paris Nord 

3e et. DG., 87 rue Dulong, 75017 Paris, 
FRANCE 

fanch@ipt.univ-paris8. fr 


AAA Paris Sud 
c/o Christophe Cauchy, 92 rue Didot, 
75014 Paris, FRANCE 


AAA Pen Ar Ster 
c/o Nicolas Milice, 18 rue de l'Armee 
d’Orient, 75018 Paris, FRANCE 


AAA Penhars 
117 Avenue Jacques Le Viol, 2900 
Kemper, FRANCE 


AAA Rosko - Publish ‘Gravité Zero’ newsletter 
14 Cite du Labyrinthe, 75020 Paris, 
FRANCE 

kangoroo@imaginet. fr 


AAA Shelta 
D‘Essence, 2 allée Louis XVI, 59600 
Mauberge, FRANCE 


AAAA Cosmos 
c/o TNT, 49 rue Marcadet, 75018 
Paris, FRANCE 


AAA Trento 

c/o Andrea MU B, via Lavisotto,71 
38100 Trento, ITALY 
aaatrento@hotmail.com 


AAA Bologna - Collect and distribute 
writings by ufos 

c/o R. Balli, via San Carlo 27, 
40121. Bologna, ITALY 
link17@iperbole, bologna. it 
www.commune.bologna.it/ 
iperbole/link/AAA. htm 


AAA “Superfly” Roma 
c/o V.Giardelli, via Crosia 10, 
00178 Roma, ITALY 


AAA Aotearoa - infiltrating model rocketry 
scene, researching recyclable hot air balloons, 
Zine soon. 

c/o M.Servian, Higginson Road, RD10, 
Hamilton, NEW ZEALAND 
mark@oldfarm.co.nz 


AAA Cph F/DK 

Mariendalsvej 52c, 3tv, DK-2000 
Frederiksberg, DENMARK 
113265. 1160@compuserve.com 


AAA Glasgow Cabal 

PO BOX 1238, Glasgow G12 8AB, UK 
theedatabase@geocities.com 
www.geocities.com/ 
ResearchTriangle/7535/ 


AAA Kernow - developing Cornish as the 
official language of space. 

Earthly Delights, PO BOX 2, Lostwithiel, 
Cormwall PL22 OYY, UK 
earthly@planet13.co,uk 

www. planet13.co.uk/earthly/ 
EarthlyDelights.htm 


AAA Maya - Publish ‘Off the Map!’ newsletter 
c/o EXIT, PO BOX 53, Whitley Bay 
NE26 1XY, UK 


AAA Parasol - Publish ‘Parasol Post’ 
newsletter. ‘Space Ritual’ booklet just out, 
Warning! This group is under attack by the E.T.A. 
c/o 24 Marfitt Street, Leicester LE1 


~ORN, UK 


rm39@le.ac.uk 


AAAUX 

64 Beechgrove, Powys, Aberhonddu 
LD3 SET, UK 
AAA@fnord,demon.co.uk 


Disconaut AAA - Publish ‘Everybody is a 
star’ newsletter 

c/o Practical History, 121 Railton 
Road, Brixton, London SW2, UK 
www.uncarved.demon.co.uk/ 
dnaut.html! 


East London AAA - organisers of the 
‘Reclaim the Stars’ event. Assist with the Lutner 
Blissett 3-sided Football League 

BOX 15, 138 Kingsland High Street, 
London E8 2NS, UK 
aaa@unpopular.demon.co.uk 


Inner City AAA - Publish ‘Escape from 
Gravity’ newsletter 

BM Jed, London WCIN 3Xx, UK 
jason@artec.org.uk 


Raido AAA - Publish ‘Ad Astra!’ newsletter 
BM BOX 3641, London WCIN 3XX, UK 
AAA@uncarved.demon.co.uk 
www.uncarved.demon.co.uk/ 


South London AAA 
Cape Effra, 121 Railton Road, Brixton, 
London SW2, UK 


act locally - think intergalactically! 


Support Independent Space ‘Travel 


Moving In Several Directions At Once! 
The Third Annual Report of the AAA — 


| “Should space exploration be the exclusive preserve of governments? Meet some starry-eyed 
enthusiasts who think not, and have clubbed together to stake their claim of the universal pie.” 
The Daily Telegraph 


“Some of the most bizarre reading you'll get your hands on” 
Forum 


The AAA’s five year plan for establishing a world-wide network of local, community based groups dedicated to building 
their own spaceships has now reached the half way mark. The Third Annual Report includes details of the activities of 
Autonomous Astronauts throughout the world, including media invasions, training exercises and other tactics for 
escaping gravity. It also includes many of the texts delivered to the Second Intergalactic Conference in Bologna. Read this| 
essential publication from the most exciting space exploration programme active in the world today! 


Price: £3 post paid on Earth. Other planets get in touch for rates. 


Amazing AAA T-Shirt Offer!!! 


Top notch white print on black screen-stars shirts. Front is the AAA star 
logo (right). Back is the ‘rave in space’ design from 1st Annual Report. 
These groovy garments are designed to withstand the rigours of zero- 
gravity life. 

Price: £12 (UK) £15 (Rest of Universe - NB: designed for humans) 


Ordering Information 


| Cheques to “Turbulence” in POUNDS STERLING. Well wrapped cash is fine. Send your orders to: 
Raido AAA: BM Box 3641, London WCIN 3XX, UK, Earth 


Other Publications of Interest: 


BL-ISS (Bulletin of Leisure: Independent Space Sector). Leaked documents from the future. Into the idea of the end of work 
through developing the voluntary/non-profit sector, which those of us that have worked in it regard as hilarious. The 
emergence of an Independent Space Sector is to be regarded with caution, but this is still worth a look. 

Free with SAE (state that you want the BL-ISS bulletin) PO Box 1332, Chester CH4 7WF 


Men In Red. Glossy Italian-language magazine from the ultra leftists of the same name. Radical ufology, alien 
psychogeography, reviews and a lot more that we can’t read. 
7000 Lira + postage. Distributed by: Libreria Italia - URSS V. dei Banchi Vecchi, 57 ROMA, ITALY 


Fringecore. Issue 4 of this counter culture bonanza includes an AAA feature that is interesting, despite a fetish for projects 
that certain Raido AAA members have been involved with in the past. Other contents include the Critical Art Ensemble, 
Merzbow, robotics, cyberfeminism and Bastard Bunny. More interested in art than community-based space exploration. 
£2.95 from your local underground literature stockist. 
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the story that they are really transvestites satirising 
the Italian left, but this does present some 
interesting contradictions to be examined in the 
future. We know that you can learn more from 
wearing a dress for a: day than a spacesuit for a 
year. Either way, we wish them well in their efforts 
to introduce class consciousness to the foggy world 
of ufology.. But their positions on. autonomous 
space exploration are incoherent.] 


The rave in space training commenced at midnight. 
There were three spaces for music, and many 
others for discussion, drinking or other merriment. 


The Rave In Space Room catered for the most 
extreme of tastes. Parisian AAA DJs Overkill, Lo 
Lasear, Golgoth and The Liner whipped up.the 
crowd into a frenzy with their abrasive dance sets. 
There was also a live Amiga-core frenzy inna 8-bit 
stylee from Xkvate. 

London was well represented by The Society of 
Unknowns with a selection taking in drum °’n’ 
noise and tech step. There was also a surprise guest 
slot by Boris Karloff and DJ Jackal who took the 
chance to play some extracts from their 
forthcoming Hammer House of Horror box set. 


Bologna AAA hosted the Anti Ambient Area and 
span experimental techno, speedcore and electro 
with guest act Space Oddities - Cyber Zombie 200 
(Wien AAA) who mashed the place up with their 
accelerated beats. 


The Jump-Up Room (hosted by Mix The Lot) was 
dismissed by some of the delegates for being “too 
commercial”. However, it did provide a critical 
mass of people ready for take off, and it made a 
change from being pummelled by the frequencies in 
the other rooms. 


Many trainees defied gravity as part of the 
evening’s proceedings. At 7 o’clock in the morning, 
those remaining on planet earth looked like they 
had had a rough time during re-entry. Over 1000 
people had attended and the night was considered 


We stayed in a secret chamber of a_ local 
astronaut’s flat. 


When we regained consciousness later in the day, 
the conference had already re-commenced. 


Oceania AAA were continuing their Radio Free 
Earth Project on the roof of the Link Centre: 


“A Trillion Channels And Nothing On 


The current failure of the SETI project is 
unsurprising. Loaded with technical and 
existential assumptions it represents an icon of 
cold war mentality. The recent development of 
the trillion channel SERENDIP IV listening 
supercomputer (of which three are to be made. 
One of them is to be deployed in Bologna.) 
represents an opening up of this field as teams 
outside of the SETI mentality get access to 

the equipment. However, the AAA is not 
prepared to simply to sit, listen and wait. We 
propose an active programme of attempts to 
communicate with other planets. 


PROJECT: ‘Postcards For 51 Pegasus' 


Radio Free Earth began its narrowcasts into 
new spaces on June 23rd 1997. As part of its 
summer season of broadcasts to the stars ('100 
light years of entertainment’) RFE intends to 
point its data transmitters to 51 Pegasus as part 
of the AAA’s 2nd Galatica Confrenza in 
Bologna.” 


Images and sounds that had been collected prior to 
the conference were zapped into outer space by the 
Oceania delegation. Give the enormous distances 
involved, it is perhaps to be expected that no 
responses have been received as yet. Further 
information, technical details and updates are 
available from Oceania AAA. 


The game of 3-sided football was well attended 
despite the uncharacteristically cack weather. A 
certain Inner City AAA delegate managed to 
surpass his long record of downright sneakiness 


(yeah, OK - he conned me) by switching sides on at 
least 5 occasions. A few passers-by were 
encouraged to join in, but this wasn’t too 
successful because of the weather and language 
difficulties. 


A discussion followed the game, along with coffee 
and ice cream. Some of us talked about pushing the 
3-sided football thing forward by using it: in 
contexts that appealed to people less confident (or 
physically capable) of football. There was concern 
about the AAA being overly identified with 
hardcore music - a broader approach was hoped 
for at future events. Which brought us nicely to the 
question of where to hold future conferences. As 
yet nothing is certain, though locations in London, 
Brittany and Kazakhstan are being looked into. 


Several delegates teft that night to go to Vienna in 
time to participate in the Information Terror event 
organised by Public Netbase. 


The conference was very successful on many levels. 

The concept of a period of consolidation has so far 

proved far less difficult than many had thought. . 
Despite moving in several directions at once, those 

present were able to agree on a number of key 

issues, and get on socially. We established many 

new contacts, firmed up links with existing ones 

and left Italy full of ideas for the future. 


We are focused on intensifying our 5 year 
programme to establish a world wide network of 
local, community based groups dedicated to 
building their own spaceships. We are now well 
over the “half way” mark and our success has 
exceeded the imaginations of even the most lucid 
dreamers amongst us. We will not stay on planet 
earth and be restricted to its narrow possibilities 
for existence. We want to forge new paths, new 
ways of living. The development of autonomous 
zero gravity communities is only the beginning. 
The AAA is bored of the city and, realising that 
real life lies elsewhere, has set the controls for the 
heart of outer space. 


a great success by all. 


About our name 


There’s been an inordinate amount of speculation about the 
name of our group. Many of our correspondents have asked 
us what it means, and it has even appeared in print as 
“Radio” on occasion. 

Raido is one of the 24 characters in the ancient 
Nordic rune system. It has been linked with 
thythm (or “the funk”, if you prefer), a 
journey (because we are astronauts) and 
control over one’s circumstances: (that’s 
the autonomous bit). : 

It intrigues us that various reactionary 
groups use runic symbols as part of their 
imagery. We wonder how well their 
nationalism will hold up when 
community-based space exploration 
becomes a reality. There are no countries in 
outer space. There is no absolute up or down, 
as Aristotle taught; no absolute position in space; 

just the position of a body in relation to other bodies. 
Eveywhere there is incessant relative change in position 
throughout the universe, and the observer is always at the 
centre of things. Forwards to a multiverse without borders! 


There is a great field of people 
around the AAA who are ready for 
space travel but who aren't trying to § 
do it. People project their hopes 
onto us, or write a letter asking how 
they can join. It’s not about that, it’s 
about getting involved, or even 
forming your own group. 


Ad Astra! is published pant-wettingly 
irregularly by Raido AAA. The next 
issue can be pre-ordered by affixing 
a postage stamp to the soles of your 
feet and walking in our general 
direction. 


Raido AAA 
BM Box 3641, London WCIN 3xXx 
www.uncarved.demon.co.uk/aaa.himl 


donations to our space exploration 
programme are welcome 


